KATHARINE  THE  QUEEN        m
sufficient.1 Katharine would not let her nephew
slip out of his engagement without a struggle.
Mary herself was made soon after to send a fine
emerald to her betrothed with a grand message
to the effect that when they came together she
would be able to know (i.e. by the clearness or
otherwise of the gem) " whether his Majesty do
keep himself as continent and chaste as, with God's
grace, she will." As at this time the Emperor was
a man of twenty-five, whilst his bride had not
reached ten years, the cases were hardly parallel;
and within three months (in July 1525) Charles
had betrothed himself to his cousin of Portugal.
The treaty that had been so solemnly sworn to
on the high altar at Windsor only three years
before, had thus become so much waste-paper, and
Katharine's best hopes for her child and herself
were finally defeated. A still greater trial for her
followed ; for whilst Wolsey was drawing nearer
and nearer to France, and the King himself was
becoming more distant from his wife every day,
the little Princess was taken from the loving care
of her mother, and sent to reside in her principality
of Wales.2 Thenceforward the life of Katharine
1  Spanish Calendar, voL 3, p. I.
2  Late in 1525.    A sad little letter written by Katharine in her quaint
English to her daughter at this time is well known, but will bear repeating-.
Mary had written asking how she was; and the reply assures the Princess
that it had not been forgetfulness of her that had caused her mother to
delay the answer.    ** I am in that case that the long absence of the King
and you troubleth me.    My health is metely good ; and I trust in God, he
that sent me the last (illness ?) doth it to the best and will shortly turn it
(i.e. like?) to the fyrst to come to good effect.    And in the meantime, I
am veray glad to hear from you, specially when they shew me that ye be
well amended.    As for your writing in Latin, I am glad ye shall change
from me to Master Federston ; for that shall do you much good to learn by
fcim to write ripfht.    But yet sometimes I would be glad when ye do write